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waste itself pose a blockage risk, 

but some materials can contaminate 

the water, which then ends up in 

the watercourse, reaching people's 

homes and businesses. 

To avoid this, ensure your 

pump system has an interceptor 

installed. They are designed to stop 

contaminated substances from 

reaching our drinking water supply. 

Interceptors are often overlooked but 

are essential pieces of equipment to 

prevent cross-contamination. 

Whenever a project is finished, 

a CCTV drainage survey should be 

carried out and the drainage system 

should be thoroughly cleaned, 

using high-pressure drain jetting. 

CCTV drain surveys allow for the 

easy identification and surveying of 

potential problems that may arise by 

using high-tech, specially designed 

cameras that identify the source of a 

potential problem before any larger 

symptoms occur. Meanwhile, drain 

jetting uses high-pressure water 

jets to remove blockages caused by 

debris build-up to maintain a healthy 

drainage system. 

The life cycle of a drainage pump 

Consider the process of integrating 

a pump station into the project as a 

life cycle - from initial assessment 

through design, approval, installation 

and maintenance. While that might 

seem overwhelming when dealing 

with the usual challenges of working 

on a construction site - time delays, 

additional costs, managing client 

relationships - there are industry 

partners available to ensure 

anything pump-related embeds 

seamlessly into your project. 

The right partner should take 

the time to understand the key 

objectives of the project, give 

confidence you're meeting all the 

necessary requirements in terms of 

legislation and SSG, and provide a 

full written M&E specification and 

technical drawing which outlines 

the exact makeup of the system. 

Even at the initial conceptual 

stage of having a pump designed 

and installed, an ongoing, planned, 

proactive maintenance schedule 

should be agreed with the pump 

supplier to ensure the system doesn't 

experience failure. Services should 

be conducted quarterly, six-monthly 

or annually, and an emergency 

callout provision should be put in 

place for extreme circumstances. 

For advice and guidance on the 

design, installation or maintenance 

of a pump station, contact 

Metro Rod on 01625 507945 

or visit metrorod.co.uk. 
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CPD 

There are currently 
112 internal drainage 
boards in England, 
operating and maintaining 
some 22,000km of 
watercourse 

CPD Questions 

1. Name two 4. What should be 
pieces of installed to ensure 
specification you contaminated 
must consider waste material 
when designing a from construction 
pump station? sites doesn't 
a) Sewerage enter the water 
Sector Guidance network? 
(SSG) and a)Sandbags 
Building b) A barrage 
Regulations C) A flow 
Part H1 regulator 
b) Water d) An interceptor 
Industry Act 
1991 and the 5. Which three 
Water Act 2014 processes should 
c) The Floods be carried out 
and Water at the end of a 
(Amendment building project 
etc) (EU Exit) to ensure a pump 
Regulations is functioning 
2019 Parts effectively and 
A&B free from debris? 
d) Waste Water a) A full 
Management commissioning 
Guidance process to 

&Building establish if the 
Regulations pump station 
Part JG is running 

at ma>eimum 
2. Name the type efficiency, a 
of pump you CCTV drain 
would use when survey and high-
developing a pressure drain 
property with a jetting 

basement? b) A full service 
a) Lobe pump by a registered 
b) Dosing pump pump engineer, 
c) Sump pump a visual 
d) Magnetically inspection and a 
driven pump test of the pump 

with at least 50 
3. What type litres of clean 

of impeller is a water 
macerator? c) Check for 
a) Agitating type fallen leaves, 
b) Cutter/ litter and silt 
shredding type d) None of the 
c) Semi-open type above - pumps 
d) Compressing do not need to 
type be checked 

To test yourself on the questions 
above, visit www.construction 
management.co.uk/cpd-articles. 
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